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County to a deep alluvial system in Pima County. In those areas "}'here the r1ver 

flowe<i the Indian population assisted by the missionaries conducted rnlrming from the 

surface waters. There are reports of fish being caught in pools along th~ perennial flow 

areas of the river, but there is no record of the development of any corrj.mercial fishing 

industry. In the lower Santa Cruz River, from Marana on northwest,j the river only 

flowed intermittently and as a result of precipitation. ! 
I 

Although there are reports of attempts at floating doa:e Santa Cruz 

River, there are no reports of any successful navigation over any si cant portion or 

reach of the river. Two lakes were built in the 1860's to the 1880's uf:h. of Tucson 

which impounded floodwaters and were :maintained by flows fro~ springs and 
I 

denegas near Sentinel Hill or "A" Mountain. The waters impounded[ by these lakes 

were used to grind grains to supply flour to the nearby community. jrhey were also 

popular as recreation areas. The drought and flood cycles of the late 1$so's and 1890's 

severely affected these lakes and washed out the dams that impounde<jl them. As the 

population grew, there were more wells and pumping of water froiii the basin and 
I 

wood cutting to the point where most of the trees in the v<tlley near Trcson were cut 

down. Most of the riparian trees had been cut for use in building h~mes and other­

structures and for firewood. Mining activity in the late 1800's and sinct statehood has 

required a great deal of water which has resulted in a significant low~ of the water 

table. By 1910, the entire base flow .of the river at both Nogales ~d Tucson was 
i 

diverted for agriculture, leaving the mmes to pump subsurface water for their 

operatioru. Population growth_ mining and agriculture have led to the ltss of perennial 

water, an increase in groundwater withdrawal, and an extensive !change in the 

vegetation structw:e. These factors combined with the alternate drotght and flood 

conditions of the late 1880's and 1890's and the early part of this centill:J1 caused a great 

deal of erosion, channel cutting and arroyoization of the upper Santa C~z River valley. 
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&TATE OF .UUZONA. 
NAVIGABLE STREAM ADJlJDICATION COMMISSlOrjl 

17110 WostWahlnllJoo. Room3G4, ~ Aril:oaa 85007 I 
!'ha>co{~02) 542-9214 l'AX(Ml) 5<42-9220 

E-mail: liHaml@mllobJ>rillz.OIHD Web l'qe; hiJ[W/www-tzulllbod&.cg.DII 

Meetlni Minute.. I 
Tu:cso11, Pima Coua.ty,Arlzoaa 

Janary Zl, .20114 

GEORGE MEIINERT 
Bxecl.rlve Dltt:ttor 

COMMlSSlON MEMBERS PRESENT 
Jay Brashear, Earl Eisenhower, James Henness. Cecil Miller. 
COMMISSION MEMBERS ABSENT 
Dolly Echeverria 
STAFF PRF.SENT 
George Mehnert, Dir., Curtis Jenl'linas, Legal CounseL 
1. CALL TO ORDER. 

2. 

3. 
A. 

4-. 

Chairman Eisenhower c:alled the meeting to order 11.t approodtnatety ~ 0:16 a.m. 
ROLLCALL. 
See above. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES. 

Mi•uries oCDecember 11i, 2.(103. ~ 
Motiaa; To approve minutes.· 
Motion by: Cecil Miller. Second by: JimHem:ulss. Vote; I aye. 
HEARING REGARDING THE NAVIGABILITY OR NON­
NAVIGABILlTYOFTHESANTACRUZlUVERINPIMACQUNTY, 
Cause Number 03-()DZ..NAV. 

The followillg people appeared and gave 1esthbony, other informatior· or asked 
qucmons on January 22. 2004: Chczyl Doyle, Jon Fuller. 
HEARING REGARDING THE NAVIGABILflY OR NON- · 
NAVIGABILITY OF THE SAN PEDRO RIVER IN PIMA COiY, 
Cause Number 03-004-NAV. 
The following people appeared. and gave testimony, other intbrmatiop. or asked 
questions on January 22, 2004: Cheryl Doyle, Jon Fuller. ' 

5. HEARJNG REAGARDING THE NAVIGABILITY OR. NON· 

6. 

NAVIGABILITY OF THE SMALL AND MINOR WATERCO ES IN 
PIMA COUNTY, Cause Nuntber N-003-NA V. 
The following people appeared fltld g;e.ve testimony, other informatio 
questions on January 22, 2004: Cheryl Doyle, Jon Fuller. 
CALL FOR PUBLIC COMMENT (comment. sheets). 
(,..,..,_t to '*'-<r a....ol Opbrto~ No. l!l'-OM [Rw-tm}. h>it. c.-- c-ri~ .,..; _......,of 
CD.'IImt,., t71frl ~ ,j"rtJa zU przblic. n.:u.- rmllilJII lD ~n llltt ~ JWoiiiOl ,.,..., 'pvrnlDlm ln 

E-'J-. 












